Old Testament Reading: Exodus 3:1-15

INow Moses was keeping the flock of his
father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and
he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And
the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked,
and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not
consumed. 3And Moses said, I will turn aside to
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”
*When the LorD saw that he turned aside to
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” SThen he said,
“Do not come near; take your sandals off your
feet, for the place on which you are standing i1s
holy ground.” ¢And he said, *I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he

was afraid to look at God.

"Then the LorD said, “I have surely seen the
affliction of my people who are in Egypt and
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters.
[ know their sufferings, 8and I have come down
to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians
and to bring them up out of that land to a good
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. °And now, behold, the cry of the people
of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen
the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. 1°Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you
may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of
Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that
[ should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of
Israel out of Egypt?” 12He said, “*But I will be with
you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have
sent you: when you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the
people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you. and they ask
me, ‘What 1s his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO [ AM.”
And he said, “*Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM
has sent me to you.”” 15God also said to Moses,
“Say this to the people of Israel, “The LORD, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me
to you.” This 1s my name forever, and thus I am
to be remembered throughout all generations.”™

Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 13-17

INow concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our being gathered together to him,
we ask you, brothers, 2not to be quickly shaken
in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken
word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the
effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3Let no

one deceive you in any way. For that day will not
come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the
man of lawlessness 1s revealed, the son of destruc-
tion, *who opposes and exalts himself against
every so-called god or object of worship, so that
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaim-
ing himself to be God. Do you not remember
that when I was still with you I told you these
things? 6And you know what is restraining him
now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7For
the mystery of lawlessness 1s already at work.
Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is
out of the way. 8And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the
breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the
appearance of his coming. . . .

13But we ought always to give thanks to God
for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because
God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief 1n
the truth. 14To this he called you through our gos-
pel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 13So then, brothers, stand firm and
hold to the traditions that you were taught by us,
either by our spoken word or by our letter.

'6Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal
comfort and good hope through grace, !"comfort
your hearts and establish them in every good work
and word.

Holy Gospel: Luke 20:27-40

27There came to [Jesus| some Sadducees, those
who deny that there is a resurrection, 2%and they
asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having a
wife but no children, the man must take the widow
and raise up offspring for his brother. 2?Now there
were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died
without children. 3°And the second 3'and the third
took her, and likewise all seven left no children and
died. 32Afterward the woman also died. 33In the
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had her as wife.”

34And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age
marry and are given in marriage, 3but those who
are considered worthy to attain to that age and
to the resurrection from the dead neither marry
nor are given in marriage, 36for they cannot die
anymore, because they are equal to angels and are
sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. 37But
that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in
the passage about the bush, where he calls the
Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is not God of the
dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 39Then
some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have
spoken well.” 40For they no longer dared to ask him
any question.



